Binayak Sen granted bail

Human rights activist and paediatrician Binayak Sen was granted bail by the Supreme Court on April 15, 2011.  He had filed a bail plea while appealing his conviction for sedition.

Sen was arrested on May 14, 2007. The Supreme Court granted him bail on May 25, 2009. But, on December 24, 2010, he was convicted for sedition and sentenced to rigorous life imprisonment by the sessions court in Raipur, Chhattisgarh.

While granting bail to Sen, the court observed that even if he is a Naxal sympathiser, it does not makes him guilty of sedition.

The Release Dr Binayak Sen Committee, Pune, stated that the Court’s decision was the first step towards giving justice to Dr Sen. It hoped that the Supreme Court would squash the Raipur Session Court's judgment, giving full justice to Dr Sen. It noted that the conviction for sedition and sentence of life imprisonment, given without a shred of incriminating evidence, eroded the credibility of the judicial system and would instil fear into those who question human rights violations. The real “crime” of Binayak Sen is his critique of the Salwa Judum's violent activities in Dantewada district of Chhattisgarh. 

The People’s Union for Civil Liberties has been demanding the withdrawal of the Chhattisgarh Special Public Security Act under which Dr Sen was charged. People’s organisations, professional associations and human rights groups have pointed out the unconstitutional and repressive features of this Act. Among its arbitrary and dangerous features are the vague definitions of "illegal" and "unlawful" activities such that even peaceful democratic protest and civil disobedience can be declared "unlawful activity" 

In his keynote address “Ethics, equity and genocide” http://www.ijme.in/EEGBS.html at the IJME National Bioethics Conference in November, Dr Sen spoke eloquently on the social context of disease and, by implication, on the ethical responsibilities of health professionals in addressing health inequities. 

In 2007 an editorial published in IJME, “Binayak Sen: redefining health care in an unjust society” http://www.ijme.in/153ed104.html , emphasised that Dr Sen’s arrest served as a message: in today’s globalised world, the government functions as a law and order keeping machinery in the interests of the corporate sector. Another IJME editorial in 2008, “Health, human rights, and the Golden Rule” http://www.ijme.in/163ed102.html , noted that Dr Sen, the first Indian to be awarded the highly prestigious Jonathan Mann Award for Global Health and Human Rights, challenged the establishment to provide health care and human rights to India’s poor.
